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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see pre-appeal, filed November 23, 2007, with respect to 
Claim 1 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The final office action of July 
18, 2007 has been withdrawn and the following office action is a non-final office action 
based on the Yurt et al (US 5,550,863) in view of Thomas (US 2002/0059621 ). 

2. Claims 1-4, 6-12, and 14-15 are pending. Claims 5, 13, 16 and 17 have been 
previously cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-4, 6-12, 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable by Yurt et al (US 5,550,863) in view of Thomas (US 2002/0059621 ). 
[claim 1] 

In regard to Claim 1 Yurt et al discloses a method of digital video program reproduction 
within defined premises (Column 2 Lines 28-67), said method comprising the steps of: 
• receiving a plurality of electronic audio-visual programs (Figure 1f shows 
the receiving of audio video programs through the transmission system 
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100 as further described in Column 3 Lines 50-58 and Column 4 Lines 37- 
49); 

• storing said programs in a centralized memory (Figure 1f shows the 
storing of incoming programs in a centralized memory in Figure 1f memory 
200c as further described in Column 5 Lines 19-29. Additionally, as seen 
in Figure 2 an additional central memory is present to allow for further 
distribution of materials as described in Column 6 Lines 5-18); 

• providing a first program reproduction device and a second reproduction 
device adapted to reproduce programs for viewers/users (Figure 1f shows 
the various reception systems that are accessible by users. As described 
in Column 2 Lines 60-37 and Column 4 Lines 38-49 the receiving systems 
stream the data to the user wherein the receiver/set-top boxes becomes a 
reproduction devices of the program information being transmitted. 
Furthermore, it is noted that multiple reproduction devices can be present 
that can provide the same functions); 

• networking said centralized memory and first and second program 
reproduction devices together (Figure 1f shows the reception system 200 
and 200', transmission devices 100, storage system 200c, and the users 
200a and 200b are all networked together within the system. Additionally, 
the additional central memory that is present in the system that is 
accessible through a network as further seen in Figure 2b and thereby 
providing networking of all components within the system); 
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• selecting a program (Column 5 Lines 8-29 describes the selecting of 
material for playback from the A/V information that has been received into 
the system. Additionally, the secondary central memory also allows for 
selection of A/V programs, for example on-demand content, as described 
in Column 6 Lines 5-18); however, fails to disclose 

o distributing the ability to control reproduction of the selected 
program among the first and second reproduction devices so that, 
the selection of a viewer, said reproduction of said selected 
program is seamless between said reproduction devices such that 
the first reproduction device may live-pause the reproduction of the 
selected program and the second reproduction device may resume 
reproduction of the selected program. 
Thomas et al teaches a system to provide media content to various receiver further 
comprising: 

o distributing the ability to control reproduction of the selected 
program among the first and second reproduction devices so that, 
the selection of a viewer, said reproduction of said selected 
program is seamless between said reproduction devices such that 
the first reproduction device may live-pause the reproduction of the 
selected program and the second reproduction device may resume 
reproduction of the selected program (Figure 7c and Figure 8 
shows the relocating of a user and the process of relocating the 
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currently watched program. As described in paragraphs 0089-0099 
the user has the ability to use various equipments/reproduction 
devices and establish a live pause on one reproduction device and 
then switch/relocate to another reproduction and resume playback 
of the desired content making a seamless switch between the 
reproduction devices). 
It is taught by Thomas et al to provide a system that allows the user a relocate 
feature for remote storage of media and playback on a desired device (paragraphs 
0006-0010). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to use the method of digital reproduction having a central 
memory, as disclosed by Yurt et al, and further incorporate the ability for the user to 
control reproduction of the central memory from various devices with a live pause 
feature, as taught by Thomas et al, in order to allow adequate relocation techniques 
between multiple reproduction devices allowing user to access various shared media in 
a seamless and effective manner, 
[claim 2] 

In regard to Claim 2, Yurt et al discloses a method wherein first and second 
reproduction devices contemporaneously display said selected program (Column 5 
Lines 30-41 describes the reproduction devices wherein the reception system 
distributes the program data to users with various permissions. Thereby allowing 
various users the ability to watch the same program at the same time from various 
locations). 
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[claim 3] 

In regard to Claim 3, Yurt et al discloses a method for transmitting data; however, fails 
to disclose 

o Designating as part of a hierarchy, a control ranking to each of said 
first and second reproduction devices 

o During control conflicts, allowing the reproduction devices 

attempting to control playback having the highest ranking, to control 
the reproduction of said program. 
Thomas et al teaches a system for providing relocating data to various reproduction 
devices further comprising: 

o Designating as part of a hierarchy, a control ranking to each of said 
first and second reproduction devices (Paragraphs 101-1 12 
describes the control ranking of a user from the server to the 
reproduction units (clients). As the system places permission types 
on the user access, the level of hierarchy the user maybe provided 
in the system further configures the reproduction/user equipment to 
be configured to match the user's preferences as described in 
paragraph 0112); 

o During control conflicts, allowing the reproduction devices 

attempting to control playback having the highest ranking, to control 
the reproduction of said program (As further described in 
paragraphs 101-112 the server/client relationship present in the 
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system allows for control of playback to the highest ranking user 
(administrator) and thereby provides control of the reproduction of 
the program. Thereby if a control conflict occurs such as a user 
trying to access the data the account information associated with 
the reproduction devices will provide the rank/preferences 
associated with the equipment and further provide appropriate 
control of the program). 
It is taught by Thomas et al to provide a system that allows the user a relocate 
feature for remote storage of media and playback on a desired device (paragraphs 
0006-0010). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to use the method of digital reproduction having a central 
memory, as disclosed by Yurt et al, and further incorporate the ability for the system to 
provide a hierarchy for controlling reproduction devices/users based on the selected 
program, as taught by Thomas et al, in order to allow adequate control of reproduction 
devices and program selection allowing user to access various shared media in a 
seamless and effective manner based on a hierarchy of equipment and user 
information, 
[claim 4] 

In regard to Claim 4, Yurt et al discloses a transmission and receiving method; however 
fails to disclose 

o Designating the first reproduction device as a master device; 
o Designating the second reproduction device as a slave device; 
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o During control conflict involving the master device and the slave device, 
allowing the master reproduction device to control playback of selected 
program. 

Thomas et al teaches a system for providing relocating data to various reproduction 

devices further comprising: 

o Designating the first reproduction device as a master device (Paragraphs 
101-1 12 describes the ability to provide a reproduction device as the master 
device as administrative permissions are permitted to that equipment and 
thereby allowing the device to be a "master device" over the other devices 
present); 

o Designating the second reproduction device as a slave device (Paragraphs 
101-112 describes the pending users/equipment to contain permissions that 
are less than the administrator and thereby becoming a "slave device" to the 
master device due to the permissions (i.e. restrict and limit) associated with 
the device and the user); 

o During control conflict involving the master device and the slave device, 
allowing the master reproduction device to control playback of selected 
program (Figure 1 1 shows the administrative account information associated 
with the master reproduction device. The system allows for limit and control 
over the data and thereby it would be obvious that playback of selected 
programs can be controlled due to restricting and limiting of the content as 
further described in paragraphs 0108-0112). 
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It is taught by Thomas et al to provide a system that allows the user a relocate feature 
for remote storage of media and playback on a desired device through controlling of the 
user and equipment (paragraphs 0006-0010). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use the method of digital 
reproduction having a local central memory, as disclosed by Yurt et al, and further 
incorporate the ability for the system to provide a hierarchy for controlling reproduction 
devices/users and thereby providing a "master and slave" devices through designating 
the devices, as taught by Thomas et al, in order to allow adequate control of 
reproduction devices and program selection allowing proper access and control to users 
through the proper reproduction devices in a seamless and effective manner based on a 
hierarchy of equipment and user information, 
[claim 6] 

In regard to Claim 6, Yurt et al discloses a transmission and reception system with a 
centralized local memory; however, fails to disclose 

o Viewing a selected program via a first reproduction device 

o Establishing a pause point 

o Pausing the playback of the selected program via said first reproduction 
device 

o Resuming the playback of said selected program via the second reproduction 
device from said pause point. 
Thomas et al teaches a system for providing relocating data to various reproduction 
devices further comprising: 
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o Viewing a selected program via a first reproduction device (Paragraphs 0089- 
0091 describes the viewing of a selected program via a receiver/reproduction 
device); 

o Establishing a pause point (Paragraph 0091 -0099 describes establishing a 

pause point through the receiver); 
o Pausing the playback of the selected program via said first reproduction 
device (Paragraph 0091-0099 describe the pausing of content from a first 
reproduction device); 
o Resuming the playback of said selected program via the second reproduction 
device from said pause point (Paragraphs 0089-0099 describes the relocating 
of the user to a second reproduction device and resuming playback from the 
established pause point). 
It is taught by Thomas et al to provide a system that allows the user a relocate 
feature for remote storage of media and playback on a desired device (paragraphs 
0006-0010). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to use the method of digital reproduction having a central 
memory, as disclosed by Yurt et al, and further incorporate the ability for the user to 
pause on one reproduction device and resume playback on a different reproduction 
device, as taught by Thomas et al, providing the same motivation as described in Claim 
1. 
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[claim 7] 

In regard to Claim 7, Yurt et al discloses a first and second reproduction devices that 
are capable of reproducing a selected program independently (Column 5 Lines 8-31 
describes ability of the reproduction devices/receivers to select programs independently 
from each reproduction device and playback the program), 
[claim 8] 

In regard to Claim 8, Yurt et al discloses a system of digital video program reproduction 
within defined premises (Column 2 Lines 28-67), said method comprising the steps of: 

• A program receiver adapted to receive a plurality of electronic audio-visual 
programs (Figure 1f shows the receiving of audio video programs through 
the transmission system 100 as further described in Column 3 Lines 50-58 
and Column 4 Lines 37-49); 

• A central memory adapted to store said programs (Figure 1f shows the 
storing of incoming programs in a centralized memory in Figure 1f memory 
200c as further described in Column 5 Lines 19-29. Additionally, as seen 
in Figure 2 an additional central memory is present to allow for further 
distribution of materials as described in Column 6 Lines 5-18); 

• A first program reproduction device and a second program reproduction 
device each adapted to reproduce programs for the viewers/users (Figure 
1f shows the various reception systems that are accessible by users. As 
described in Column 2 Lines 60-37 and Column 4 Lines 38-49 the 
receiving systems stream the data to the user wherein the receiver/set-top 
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boxes becomes a reproduction devices of the program information being 
transmitted. Furthermore, it is noted that multiple reproduction devices 
can be present that can provide the same functions); 
• A network adapted to network said central memory and said first and 
second program reproduction devices (Figure 1f shows the reception 
system 200 and 200', transmission devices 100, storage system 200c, 
and the users 200a and 200b are all networked together within the 
system. Additionally, the additional central memory that is present in the 
system that is accessible through a network as further seen in Figure 2b 
and thereby providing networking of all components within the system); 
however, fails to disclose 

o Wherein the ability to control live-pause reproduction of a selected 
program among the first and second reproduction devices is 
distributed so that, at the selection of a viewer, said live pause 
reproduction of a selected program is seamless between said first 
and second reproduction devices 
Thomas et al teaches a system to provide media content to various receiver further 
comprising: 

o Wherein the ability to control live-pause reproduction of a selected 
program among the first and second reproduction devices is 
distributed so that, at the selection of a viewer, said live pause 
reproduction of a selected program is seamless between said first 



Application/Control Number: 10/017,675 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2621 

and second reproduction devices (Figure 7c and Figure 8 shows 
the relocating of a user and the process of relocating the currently 
watched program. As described in paragraphs 0089-0099 the user 
has the ability to use various equipments/reproduction devices and 
establish a live pause on one reproduction device and then 
switch/relocate to another reproduction and resume playback of the 
desired content making a seamless switch between the 
reproduction devices). 
It is taught by Thomas et al to provide a system that allows the user a relocate 
feature for remote storage of media and playback on a desired device (paragraphs 
0006-0010). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to use the method of digital reproduction having a central 
memory, as disclosed by Yurt et al, and further incorporate the ability for the user to 
control reproduction of the central memory from various devices with a live pause 
feature, as taught by Thomas et al, in order to allow adequate relocation techniques 
between multiple reproduction devices allowing user to access various shared media in 
a seamless and effective manner, 
[claim 9] 

In regard to Claim 9, Yurt et al discloses a system wherein said central memory is part 
of a server (Figure 1f shows a central memory and also shows an additional central 
memory in Figure 2. As described in Column 11 Lines 18-36 a central memory has the 
ability to reside either on multiple database servers, in catalogs, or on other computer 



Application/Control Number: 10/017,675 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2621 

systems. Thereby the central memory shown in Figure 1f although does not explicitly 
disclose that it is located on a server it is understood that the central memory can reside 
on a server as seen with the additional central memory in Figure 2). 
[claim 10] 

In regard to Claim 10, Yurt et al discloses a system wherein first and second 
reproduction devices contemporaneously display said selected program (Column 5 
Lines 30-41 describes the reproduction devices wherein the reception system 
distributes the program data to users with various permissions. Thereby allowing 
various users the ability to watch the same program at the same time from various 
locations), 
[claim 11] 

In regard to Claim 1 1 , Yurt et al discloses a system having first and second reproduction 
devices; however, fails to disclose 

o Devices are designating as part of a hierarchy, a control ranking to 

each of said first and second reproduction devices 
o During control conflicts, allowing the reproduction devices 

attempting to control playback having the highest ranking, to control 
the reproduction of said program. 
Thomas et al teaches a system for providing relocating data to various reproduction 
devices further comprising: 

o Devices are designating as part of a hierarchy, a control ranking to 
each of said first and second reproduction devices (Paragraphs 
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101-112 describes the control ranking of a user from the server to 
the reproduction units (clients). As the system places permission 
types on the user access, the level of hierarchy the user maybe 
provided in the system further configures the reproduction/user 
equipment to be configured to match the user's preferences as 
described in paragraph 0112); 
o During control conflicts, allowing the reproduction devices 

attempting to control playback having the highest ranking, to control 
the reproduction of said program (As further described in 
paragraphs 101-112 the server/client relationship present in the 
system allows for control of playback to the highest ranking user 
(administrator) and thereby provides control of the reproduction of 
the program. Thereby if a control conflict occurs such as a user 
trying to access the data the account information associated with 
the reproduction devices will provide the rank/preferences 
associated with the equipment and further provide appropriate 
control of the program). 
It is taught by Thomas et al to provide a system that allows the user a relocate 
feature for remote storage of media and playback on a desired device (paragraphs 
0006-0010). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to use the method of digital reproduction having a central 
memory, as disclosed by Yurt et al, and further incorporate the ability for the system to 
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provide a hierarchy for controlling reproduction devices/users based on the selected 
program, as taught by Thomas et al, in order to allow adequate control of reproduction 
devices and program selection allowing user to access various shared media in a 
seamless and effective manner based on a hierarchy of equipment and user 
information, 
[claim 12] 

In regard to Claim 12, Yurt et al discloses a system having first and second reproduction 
devices; however fails to disclose 

o Designating the first reproduction device as a master device; 
o Designating the second reproduction device as a slave device; 
o During control conflict involving the master device and the slave device, 
allowing the master reproduction device to control playback of selected 
program. 

Thomas et al teaches a system for providing relocating data to various reproduction 

devices further comprising: 

o Designating the first reproduction device as a master device (Paragraphs 
101-1 12 describes the ability to provide a reproduction device as the master 
device as administrative permissions are permitted to that equipment and 
thereby allowing the device to be a "master device" over the other devices 
present); 

o Designating the second reproduction device as a slave device (Paragraphs 
101-112 describes the pending users/equipment to contain permissions that 
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are less than the administrator and thereby becoming a "slave device" to the 
master device due to the permissions (i.e. restrict and limit) associated with 
the device and the user); 
o During control conflict involving the master device and the slave device, 
allowing the master reproduction device to control playback of selected 
program (Figure 1 1 shows the administrative account information associated 
with the master reproduction device. The system allows for limit and control 
over the data and thereby it would be obvious that playback of selected 
programs can be controlled due to restricting and limiting of the content as 
further described in paragraphs 0108-0112). 
It is taught by Thomas et al to provide a system that allows the user a relocate feature 
for remote storage of media and playback on a desired device through controlling of the 
user and equipment (paragraphs 0006-0010). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use the method of digital 
reproduction having a local central memory, as disclosed by Yurt et al, and further 
incorporate the ability for the system to provide a hierarchy for controlling reproduction 
devices/users and thereby providing a "master and slave" devices through designating 
the devices, as taught by Thomas et al, in order to allow adequate control of 
reproduction devices and program selection allowing proper access and control to users 
through the proper reproduction devices in a seamless and effective manner based on a 
hierarchy of equipment and user information. 
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[claim 14] 

In regard to Claim 14, Yurt et al discloses a transmission and reception system with a 
centralized local memory; however, fails to disclose 

o Viewing a selected program via a first reproduction device 

o Establishing a pause point 

o Pausing the playback of the selected program via said first reproduction 
device 

o Resuming the playback of said selected program via the second reproduction 
device from said pause point. 
Thomas et al teaches a system for providing relocating data to various reproduction 
devices further comprising: 

o Viewing a selected program via a first reproduction device (Paragraphs 0089- 
0091 describes the viewing of a selected program via a receiver/reproduction 
device); 

o Establishing a pause point (Paragraph 0091 -0099 describes establishing a 

pause point through the receiver); 
o Pausing the playback of the selected program via said first reproduction 

device (Paragraph 0091-0099 describe the pausing of content from a first 

reproduction device); 
o Resuming the playback of said selected program via the second reproduction 

device from said pause point (Paragraphs 0089-0099 describes the relocating 
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of the user to a second reproduction device and resuming playback from the 

established pause point). 
It is taught by Thomas et al to provide a system that allows the user a relocate 
feature for remote storage of media and playback on a desired device (paragraphs 
0006-0010). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to use the method of digital reproduction having a central 
memory, as disclosed by Yurt et al, and further incorporate the ability for the user to 
pause on one reproduction device and resume playback on a different reproduction 
device, as taught by Thomas et al, providing the same motivation as described in Claim 
1. 

[claim 15] 

In regard to Claim 15, Yurt et al discloses a first and second reproduction devices that 
are capable of reproducing a selected program independently (Column 5 Lines 8-31 
describes ability of the reproduction devices/receivers to select programs independently 
from each reproduction device and playback the program). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Shteyn (US 2002/0133821) 

Shteyn (US 2002/0162109) 
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